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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON THE 
DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/NEGATIVE DECLARATION (IS/ND) 

 MATHER DAM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT  

CONTROL NUMBER:  PLER2014-00067  

The text that follows introduces each Draft IS/ND reviewer and present their comments in either as 

stated or paraphrased form.  Responses to those comments immediately follow.  Written comments 

received in full letter format conclude the Response to Comments. 

Comment letters were received from the following individuals and/or agencies: 

Letter 1  Central  Valley  Flood  Protection  Board,  Andrea  Buckley,  Acting  Environmental 

Branch Chief. 1400 Tenth Street, Rm 121, Sacramento CA 95814 

Letter 2  Central  Valley  Regional  Water  Quality  Control  Board,  Stephanie  Tadlock, 

Environmental Scientist. 11020 Sun Center Drive #200, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Letter 3  Sacramento Municipal Utility District, Rob Ferrera, Environmental Specialist.  6201 

S Street, Sacramento CA 95852 

Letter 4  Governor’s Office of Planning and Research State Clearinghouse. 1400 Tenth Street, 

Sacramento, CA 95812 
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LETTER 1: CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 

COMMENT 1.1 (PARAPHRASED): 

The proposed project occurs within a regulated stream (Morrison Creek) under the Central Valley Flood 

Protection Board (CVFPB) jurisdiction and may require a CVFPB permit prior to construction.  Other 

Federal, State and local agency permits (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 10 and 404) may also be 

required and are the applicant’s responsibility to obtain. 

RESPONSE 1.1: 

Comment noted and forwarded to Sacramento County Department of Water Resources (SacDWR) for 

consideration. The Initial Study (pg.IS‐14) provides a discussion of CVFPB jurisdiction over Morrison 

Creek. 

LETTER 2: CENTRAL VALLEY REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 

COMMENT 2.1 (PARAPHRASED):  

Our agency is delegated with the responsibility of protecting the quality of surface and groundwaters of 

the state; therefore, our comments will address concerns surrounding those issues – Construction Storm 

Water General Permit, Phase I and II Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permits, Industrial 

Storm Water General Permit , Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit, Clean Water Act Section 401 Permit 

Water Quality Certification, Waste Discharge Requirements, Regulatory Compliance for Commercially 

Irrigated Agriculture and Low or Limited Threat General NPDES Permit. 

RESPONSE 2.1: 

Comment noted and forwarded to SacDWR for consideration. 

LETTER 3: SACRAMENTO MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT 

COMMENT 3.1 (PARAPHRASED):  

As a Responsible Agency, SMUD aims to ensure that the proposed project limits the potential for 

significant environmental effects on SMUD facilities, employees, and customers.  SMUD has overhead 

distribution lines in the project area that would likely need to be relocated for construction to 

accommodate the Project. SMUD assumes any impact associated with relocating our lines to 

accommodate this Project is addressed in your Negative Declaration. Please contact SMUD to facilitate 

the relocation of our facilities. 
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RESPONSE 3.1: 

Comment noted and forwarded to SacDWR for consideration.  Relocation of the utility lines in the 

project area is not proposed. 

LETTER 4: GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH STATE 

CLEARINGHOUSE 

COMMENT 4.1 (PARAPHRASED):  

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Negative Declaration to selected state agencies for 

review.  The review period closed on September 22, 2016.  This letter acknowledges that you have 

complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft environmental documents, 

pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. 

RESPONSE 4.1: 

Comment noted and forwarded to SacDWR. 
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September 22, 2016 
 
Catherine Hack 
Sacramento County 
827 Seventh Street, Room 225 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Subject: Negative Declaration, Mather Dam Improvements Project 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hack, 
 
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) appreciates the opportunity to provide 
comments on the Negative Declaration for the Mather Dam Improvements Project.  SMUD is 
the primary energy provider for Sacramento County and the proposed project area.  SMUD’s 
vision is to empower our customers with solutions and options that increase energy 
efficiency, protect the environment, reduce global warming, and lower the cost to serve our 
region.  As a Responsible Agency, SMUD aims to ensure that the proposed project limits 
the potential for significant environmental effects on SMUD facilities, employees, and 
customers.   
 
SMUD has overhead distribution lines in the project area that would likely need to be 
relocated for construction to accommodate the Project.  SMUD assumes any impact 
associated with relocating our lines to accommodate this Project is addressed in your 
Negative Declaration.  Further, please contact SMUD through the Local Agency ABC 
process, outlined on our website - https://www.smud.org/en/business/customer-
service/support-and-services/dcs-journey-ABC.htm - to facilitate the relocation of our 
facilities. 
 
Environmental leadership is a core value of SMUD and we look forward to collaborating with 
you on this project. Again, we appreciate the opportunity to provide input on the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration.  If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Emily 
Bacchini, SMUD Environmental Specialist at (916) 732-6334.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rob Ferrera  
Environmental Specialist 
Environmental Management  
Workforce and Enterprise Services 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District  
 
 
Cc:  Emily Bacchini  
       Jose Bodipo-Memba 
       Pat Durham  
       Joseph Schofield 

https://www.smud.org/en/business/customer-service/support-and-services/dcs-journey-ABC.htm
https://www.smud.org/en/business/customer-service/support-and-services/dcs-journey-ABC.htm







